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Abstract

Persecution in First to Third Centuries: Historical Facts

and Implications

Prof, Dr, Jung-hun Bae

The external factor of persecution towards Christians significantly
contributed to the formation and development of early Christianity
before third century as well as heresies. Christianity cannot avoid
persecution from its beginning. This paper seeks to investigate
the history of Christianity persecution before 250 C.E. and its
implications. As it is almost impossible to deal with the whole
history in detail due to limited pages, we attempt to construct the
story of persecution, focusing on vital events and figures. This
article will demonstrate that this persecution was carried mainly
about by a wide arrange of external elements, especially the violence
of the Empire, rather than early Christians in themselves. Tt will
give an important practical lesson that it seems that the internal
corruption of the church results in the collapse of Christianity,
not persecution from outside. We need to properly respond to
persecution and misunderstanding surrounding Christians, but we
have to work harder to keep Christian identity.

Keywords | Barly Church, Rome, Persecution,
Martyrdom, Victory of Christianity
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